
 

 

David Tepper is the President of Appaloosa Management L.P., a $15B hedge fund he founded in 

1993.  Previous to Appaloosa David worked at Republic Steel in Cleveland, Ohio and Boston’s Keystone 
Mutual Funds.  He joined Goldman Sachs as a credit analyst in 1985 and went on to become the head 
trader of the firm’s high yield bond desk until 1993. 

In 2003, David donated $55M to Carnegie Mellon University’s business school, now known as the 
Tepper School of Business.  He is a member of the Board of Trustees of Carnegie Mellon University and 
is on the Tepper Business School Board of Advisors.  David also serves on the Board of Robin Hood 
and various boards and committees for other charitable organizations. His charitable interests include 
University of Pittsburgh, Rutgers University, Phoenix House, United Jewish Appeal, St. Anthony High 
School, Community FoodBank of New Jersey, Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank and many 
other food pantries, soup kitchens and shelters in the New Jersey and Pittsburgh region. 

David received his master of science in industrial administration from Carnegie Mellon University’s 
business school in 1982 and his BA in economics with honors from the University of Pittsburgh in 1978. 
David, his wife Marlene and family reside in New Jersey. 

 

Kathleen DiChiara started the Community FoodBank of New Jersey in the back of her station 

wagon in l975.  In 1978, she began the Emergency Food Program of the Archdiocese of Newark and, in 
1980, the FoodBank.  In 1982, she formed a non-profit corporation, the Community FoodBank of New 
Jersey, which began operation with a staff of five in a former slaughterhouse in Newark.  That year, 
75,000 pounds of food were distributed to 80 charities. 

Today, a staff of 144, more than 27,000 volunteers, two warehouses and a small fleet of trucks made it 
possible to distribute of over 37 million pounds of food and groceries to more than 1,500 charities.  In 
addition, a commercial kitchen, job training, food rescue program, Kids Cafes, distribution of children’s 
clothing and school supplies and a Thrift Shop operate from the 280,000 sq. ft. main warehouse in 
Hillside, with a community garden, emergency pantry and food rescue program operating from its 
28,000 sq. ft. branch in Egg Harbor Township, outside of Atlantic City. 

Kathleen has received numerous awards, both local and national, including those from three Presidents, 
three Governors of New Jersey and the Pope.  From among the more than 200 executive directors of 
Feeding America members, Kathleen was selected as the recipient of the John van Hengel Fellow Award 
for her vision and leadership of one of the most innovative and productive food banks in the country.  
During her more than 30 years of involvement in the distribution of food to people in need, she has 
designed and implemented programs to alleviate hunger and poverty that have been replicated by food 
banks across the nation. Kathleen has a BS in Education from the State University of New York at 
Oneonta and eight honorary doctorates from colleges and universities in New Jersey and New York. 



Mary Pat Christie, First Lady of New Jersey, has successfully combined her roles as wife and 

mother with a business career and community service. Born in Paoli, Pennsylvania, Mrs. Christie is the 
9th of 10 children. She is a graduate of the University of Delaware and received her Master’s in Business 
Administration and Finance at Seton Hall University.  Mrs. Christie continues her career as Managing 
Director in the High Yield Corporate Bond Department at Cantor Fitzgerald. 

Mrs. Christie is active in her children’s lives and helps lend a hand at various school and team functions. 
Mrs. Christie is involved in her church, St. Joseph’s in Mendham, and contributes to the family liturgy, 
confirmation class activities, and soup kitchen outreach.  

As the First Lady, Mrs. Christie has had the opportunity to visit various organizations throughout the 
state who are working to make New Jersey a better place for everyone.  She is focused on recognizing 
people and groups that inspire pride in others and help them to become more self-sufficient members of 
society.   

Mrs. Christie plans to help her husband make people feel proud about New Jersey. Mrs. Christie and her 
husband, New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, met in college and they have been married for 24 years. 
The Christies have 4 children, Andrew, Sarah, Patrick, and Bridget. 

 

Robert H. Doherty is the State President for New Jersey for Bank of America. As State 

President, he is responsible for focusing and integrating the Bank’s local resources to increase sales 
penetration and provide community outreach and leadership within the New Jersey market. To 
accomplish this, Mr. Doherty leads a team of leaders representing every Bank of America line of 
business in New Jersey.  In addition to his duties as State President, he is an Executive Vice President 
and co-leader for Bank of America’s Commercial Group in New Jersey as the Products Delivery 
Manager responsible for the delivery of debt products and treasury solutions to middle market and 
business banking clients.   

Mr. Doherty joined Bank of America’s predecessor bank, Fleet Bank, in December of 2002, as the 
Executive Vice President in charge of the bank’s Middle Market operations in New Jersey.  Prior to 
joining Fleet, Mr. Doherty spent twelve years at Wachovia Bank and its predecessor banks, First Union 
National Bank and First Fidelity Bank. At Wachovia, Mr. Doherty served as Senior Vice President and 
Commercial Banking Director responsible for middle market lending in six northern New Jersey counties. 
In addition to this role, Mr. Doherty held a variety of management positions in both the middle and large 
corporate markets.  Prior to joining Wachovia in 1991, he was employed by Citibank and Bankers Trust 
Company.   

Mr. Doherty holds an M.B.A. in finance and marketing from Columbia University's Graduate School of 
Business and earned a B.A. in Economics from Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania.   

Mr. Doherty currently serves on a number of boards and is involved in a number of charitable 
organizations in New Jersey.  These include the New Jersey State Chamber of Commerce and its 
Executive Committee, The Community FoodBank of New Jersey, the Boys & Girls Club in New Jersey, 
the New Jersey Performing Arts Center‘s Business Partners Committee and the Newark Alliance.  Most 
recently he was selected as one of 15 founding members of Choose NJ, a nonprofit created by the 
state’s business community to market, promote and facilitate business attraction, expansion and 
retention in the state.   He and his wife, Gay, and their three sons live in Chatham, New Jersey.   
 


